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NASTAD Supports and Commemorates National Latino HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
Washington, D.C. — The National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD) joins federal, state, and local partners on Sunday, October 15, 2006, in recognition of the fourth annual National Latino HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NLAAD).  This year’s observance day theme is “Saber es Poder.  Infórmate.  Hazte la Prueba del VIH.” (Knowledge is Power.  Get the Facts.  Get Tested for HIV.).  NASTAD supports NLAAD through its participation in the event’s national planning committee.  More than 1,000 institutions in 350 cities across the nation, including many state and local health departments, will sponsor activities that include press conferences, health fairs, HIV testing initiatives, roundtable discussions, town hall meetings, and dialogues with elected officials, all with the goal of raising awareness about the disproportionate impact of HIV/AIDS on Latino communities in the U.S. 
Substantial challenges face Latino communities in the fight against HIV/AIDS.  Cultural taboos associated with HIV/AIDS and dwindling resources often prevent Latinos from receiving proper prevention messages, screening, and health care services.  Stigma associated with homophobia, sexism, racism, and anti-immigration policies further limit access to care for thousands of Latinos.  Additionally, rising healthcare costs, along with a dearth of culturally-tailored medical treatment, have kept Latinos out of the medical system where they all too often languish and die. Consequently, Latinos have one of the highest rates of progression from HIV to AIDS in the country, according to U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) statistics, representing more than 20 percent of the nation’s AIDS cases.  
“Addressing racial and ethnic disparities in HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention, care, and treatment in this country is one of NASTAD’s top priorities,” declared NASTAD’s Executive Director, Julie Scofield.  “NASTAD is committed to raising HIV/AIDS awareness and improving quality of prevention, care and treatment services among Latino communities in the U.S.  NLAAD is an opportunity to highlight this commitment,” she added.  
To that end, NASTAD’s Latino Advisory Committee met during the summer to update its action plan that focuses on improving access to prevention, care, and treatment services for Latinos, regardless of their immigration/citizenship status, and developing Latino leadership within U.S. public health departments.  More recently, NASTAD and other national partners assembled for a Congressional forum focusing on Latinos and HIV.  Featured speakers included Lillian Rodriguez López, President, Hispanic Federation; Rep. Hilda Solis (D-CA); Dennis DeLeón, President, Latino Commission on AIDS; Marsha Martin, Senior Deputy Director, Washington, D.C. Department of Health; and Laura Hanen, NASTAD’s Director of Government Relations. The discussion forum focused on reauthorization of the Ryan White CARE Act and how it will impact delivery of HIV/AIDS care and treatment services to Latino communities.
NLAAD was created in 2003 by the Latino Commission on AIDS and the Hispanic Federation, in partnership with community based organizations, people living with HIV/AIDS, health departments, and others to educate, empower, and enable the Latino community to confront AIDS.  Organizations participating in NLAAD forge partnerships with the media, elected officials, civic and religious leaders, foundations, celebrities, and health care systems in order to address this epidemic.  For more information, visit NLAAD's website.
Founded in 1992, NASTAD is a nonprofit national association of state health department HIV/AIDS program directors who have programmatic responsibility for administering HIV/AIDS health care, prevention, education, and supportive services programs funded by state and federal governments.  NASTAD’s mission is to strengthen state and territory-based leadership, expertise, and advocacy and bring them to bear in reducing the incidence of HIV infection, and in providing care and support to all who live with HIV/AIDS.  NASTAD’s vision is a world free of HIV/AIDS.  For more information, visit www.NASTAD.org.
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