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March 7, 2006
The Honorable Michael O. Leavitt
Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C.  20201

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On behalf of the National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD), I am writing to express the deep concern of state HIV/AIDS programs regarding the 4.6% cut taken from health department HIV prevention and surveillance cooperative agreements with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  As you know, NASTAD represents state and territorial health department HIV prevention and care directors responsible for implementing HIV prevention programs in this country.  A cut of this magnitude will have a debilitating impact on HIV prevention, particularly in highly impacted communities such as African Americans.

We are concerned that CDC chose to cut HIV programs disproportionately to other programs.  We recognize the reality of the current budget and do not expect to be exempt from necessary cuts, including the 1% rescission that Congress enacted.  We respectfully request clarification and justification for the remaining 3.6% cut, particularly since we understand the average rescission across all of CDC is about 2%.  These cuts appear to have been disproportionately taken from HIV prevention and surveillance programs, as well as STD prevention programs.  The burden of budget cuts should be evenly shared across programs at CDC. 
The President’s State of the Union address and FY2007 budget proposal included a focus on domestic HIV prevention, including the need to expand the availability of HIV testing.  We applaud this initiative and laud the President’s leadership.  However, the budget cut taken by CDC undermines the President’s vision.  Health departments are struggling to maintain current rapid testing programs and many will now be forced to scale back those programs.  HIV/AIDS programs will be unable to expand into critical new areas, including emergency rooms and acute care settings.  Loss of infrastructure to support HIV testing programs will result in any new funding for testing from the initiative being spent on rebuilding infrastructure rather than testing individuals.

Health departments continue to be alarmed by the HIV epidemic among African Americans.  There is a critical need to strengthen programs that serve this community, including testing, behavioral interventions, and community interventions.  The faith community plays a critical role in discussing HIV in African American communities.  Health departments recognize the importance 

of engaging faith leaders and appreciate the President’s focus in this area.  Again, these efforts will be undercut by the rescission, forcing many health departments to discontinue such efforts.  Health departments support the President’s Domestic HIV/AIDS initiative, but we feel the current cuts taken by CDC place that initiative and current prevention efforts in jeopardy.  It is important that some of this funding be restored.  We also would like to partner with you in support of the additional funding provided by the President’s initiative in FY2007.

We appreciate your leadership on this issue.  Please contact me if you have any questions regarding our concerns.

Sincerely, 
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Julie M. Scofield

Executive Director

cc:
Julie Gerberding, CDC


Kevin Fenton, CDC, NCHSTP


John Agwunobi, HHS, ASH

Christopher Bates, HHS, OHAP

Jim Mason, HHS, IGA
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